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Welcome 
 
A CELEBRATION OF THE CHURCH YEAR 
*Call to Worship 
Leader: We come to worship today  

with joy in our hearts and wonder on our minds,  
to proclaim the mysteries of heaven and earth. 

People: Lead me in your truth and teach  me, O Lord. 
Leader: “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, 
 “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.” 
People: Blessing and honor and glory and might be unto the Lamb! 
Leader: Worthy is Christ who has ransomed us by his blood  

from every tribe and tongue and nation,  
and made his people a kingdom, and priests to our God. 

All: Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty! 
 Amen! 
 
Opening Hymn 715 Rejoice, the Lord is King 
 
Opening Prayer 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid. Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
(next up: Advent blurb and scripture) 
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After the opening prayer 
 
 
Today we remember the Christian calendar, the liturgical year, in scripture and song. Each season or 
holiday has a liturgical color, although many of the holidays are “white or gold.” 
 

The Christian year begins with ADVENT, and its color is either purple or blue. We begin with the 
anticipation of the arrival of God's Messiah, the fulfillment of the promise. We often sing Christmas 
carols, although some say we should wait until Christmas to sing the Christmas carols, and should 
instead sing songs of anticipation before Christmas. We light the Advent candles to mark our waiting. 
Advent begins four Sundays before Christmas. 
 
Luke 1:26-33                                        Advent 
26 When Elizabeth was six months pregnant, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a city in Galilee, 
27 to a virgin who was engaged to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David’s house. The virgin’s 
name was Mary. 28 When the angel came to her, he said, “Rejoice, favored one! The Lord is with you!” 
29 She was confused by these words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 The angel 
said, “Don’t be afraid, Mary. God is honoring you. 31 Look! You will conceive and give birth to a son, 
and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and he will be called the Son of the Most High. The 
Lord God will give him the throne of David his father. 33 He will rule over Jacob’s house forever, and 
there will be no end to his kingdom.” 

 
Hymn 196 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 



Advent  /  Luke 1:26-33 
Hymn 196 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 

After the four Sundays of Advent, the waiting is over!  CHRISTMAS arrives! More than just a day, 
Christmas is a 12-day season, going from December 25th to January 6th, and we celebrate the birth of 
Jesus Christ. God's promised light has come and continues to come to earth. The color for the season 
of Christmas is white or gold. 
 

Luke 2:1-20                                              Christmas 
2 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be enrolled. 2 This 
was the first enrollment, when Quirin′i-us was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be enrolled, each to 
his own city. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of 
David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be enrolled 
with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to be 
delivered. 7 And she gave birth to her first-born son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him 
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
8 And in that region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And 
an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
filled with fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a 
great joy which will come to all the people; 11 for to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a babe wrapped in swaddling 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among men with whom he is pleased!”[a] 
15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 
over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to 
us.” 16 And they went with haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 17 And 
when they saw it they made known the saying which had been told them concerning this child; 18 and 
all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary kept all these things, 
pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
.  

 
Hymn 240 Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+2&version=RSV#fen-RSV-24977a


Christmas  /  Luke 2:1-20 
Hymn 240 Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 
 

The twelve-day season of Christmas ends at EPIPHANY, and again, the colors are white or gold. In 
Western churches (that's us), Epiphany is when we 'remember' the “wise men” who traveled far to 
worship the King. God revealed His light to all nations. January 6th is the day of Epiphany, and the 
season of Epiphany lasts about five weeks, until Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent. On a side 
note, in Eastern churches, Epiphany is when they celebrate Christ coming to the world. 
 

Matthew 2:1-12                                      Epiphany 
2 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men 
from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, 2 “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he 
was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; 
for so it is written by the prophet: 
6 ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
who will govern my people Israel.’” 
7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star 
appeared; 8 and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when 
you have found him bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9 When they had heard the 
king they went their way; and lo, the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came 
to rest over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with 
great joy; 11 and going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and 
worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and 
myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by 
another way. 
 

Hymn 254 We Three Kings (1, 2, 5) 



Epiphany  /  Matt 2:1-12 
Hymn 254 We Three Kings (1, 2, 5) 
 

The season of Epiphany is followed by LENT, whose color is purple. Lent is the 40-day season (not 
counting Sundays) of preparation for Easter. Often marked by repentance, prayer, fasting or self-
denial, Lent (which means “Spring”) is also a time of Christian instruction. Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday (46 days before Easter) and goes through Holy Week, the week between Palm Sunday 
and Easter. 
 

Mark 8:31-38                                          Lent 
31 Then Jesus began to teach his disciples: “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected 
by the elders, chief priests, and the legal experts, and be killed, and then, after three days, rise from 
the dead.” 32 He said this plainly. But Peter took hold of Jesus and, scolding him, began to correct 
him. 33 Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, then sternly corrected Peter: “Get behind me, Satan. 
You are not thinking God’s thoughts but human thoughts.” 
34 After calling the crowd together with his disciples, Jesus said to them, “All who want to come after 
me must say no to themselves, take up their cross, and follow me. 35 All who want to save their lives 
will lose them. But all who lose their lives because of me and because of the good news will save 
them. 36 Why would people gain the whole world but lose their lives? 37 What will people give in 
exchange for their lives? 38 Whoever is ashamed of me and my words in this unfaithful and sinful 
generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of that person when he comes in the Father’s glory with 
the holy angels.” 

 
Hymn 298 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  
 
Congregational Prayer 
The Lord's Prayer 
 
Worship with our Tithes and Offerings 
Offerings can be mailed to  
Lakeview UMC – 2624 East Parkview Drive, St. Albans WV 25177 
Humphreys Memorial UMC – 7799 Coal River Road, Tornado WV 25202 
 
 



Lent  /  Mark 8:31-38 
Hymn 298 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  
 
Congregational Prayer  /  The Lord's Prayer 
 
Worship with our Tithes and Offerings 
 

We continue our look at the Christian year with Holy Week. HOLY WEEK is not a season, but the 
culmination of Lent. It begins with Palm Sunday, and includes Holy Thursday (The Last Supper) and 
good Friday (The Crucifixion, death, and burial of Jesus). 
 

John 18:1-2, 19:14-19                                Holy Week 
18 When Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth with his disciples across the Kidron valley, 
where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, also 
knew the place; for Jesus often met there with his disciples.  
 
14 Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover; it was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, 
“Behold your King!” 15 They cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, 
“Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 16 Then he 
handed him over to them to be crucified. 
17 So they took Jesus, and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called the place of a skull, 
which is called in Hebrew Gol′gotha. 18 There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either 
side, and Jesus between them. 19 Pilate also wrote a title and put it on the cross; it read, “Jesus of 
Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” 
 

Hymn 292 What Wondrous Love is This (1, 3) 



Holy Week  /  John 18:1-2, 19:14-19 
Hymn 292 What Wondrous Love is This (1, 3) 
 

Once again, our season of preparation is over: God has raised Jesus from the dead, and we call it 
EASTER. A high, holy day, its color is white or gold. Easter is the celebration of Jesus' resurrection 
from the dead, his victory over sin and death. Though the date of Easter changes, it is always the first 
Sunday after the first full moon that occurs after the vernal equinox (March 21). The season of Easter 
lasts fifty days, including Ascension Day (forty days after Easter) and ending at Pentecost (fifty days 
after Easter). 
 

Luke 24:1-12                                      Easter 
24 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices that they 
had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in, they did not 
find the body. 4 While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood 
beside them. 5 The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to 
them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. 6 Remember how 
he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be 
crucified, and on the third day rise again.” 8 Then they remembered his words, 9 and returning from the 
tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary 
the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. 11 But these words 
seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; 
stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what 
had happened.” 

 
*Hymn 302 Christ the Lord is Risen Today (verses 1, 2, 3) 



Easter /  Luke 24:1-12 
*Hymn 302 Christ the Lord is Risen Today (verses 1, 2, 3) 
 

Last, but not least, we come to PENTECOST. We use red for the day of Pentecost and green for the 
season. Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival (50 days after Passover), and it is now celebrated by 
Christians as the birth of the church, the receiving of the Holy Spirit. Pentecost marks the beginning of 
“ordinary time,” the season that spans from the end of the Easter season until Advent. In “ordinary 
time” (also known as “Kingdomtide”) the actions of the early church are remembered. 
 

Acts 2:1-6                                     Pentecost 
2 When Pentecost Day arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound from heaven 
like the howling of a fierce wind filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what 
seemed to be individual flames of fire alighting on each one of them. 4 They were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages as the Spirit enabled them to speak. 
5 There were pious Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 When they heard this 
sound, a crowd gathered. They were mystified because everyone heard them speaking in their native 
languages. 

 
Hymn 539 O Spirit of the Living God (1, 2, 4) 



Pentecost /  Acts 2:1-6 
Hymn 539 O Spirit of the Living God (1, 2, 4) 
 

And today is CHRIST THE KING Sunday, the final Sunday of the season of Pentecost, the last 
Sunday before Advent. Its color is white or gold. The “New Year's Eve” of the liturgical calendar, Christ 
the King Sunday celebrates, well, Jesus Christ the King of Kings. Thus the Christian year begins, 
revolves around, and ends in celebration of God's gift to the world in Jesus Christ. 
 

Revelation 1:4b-8                       Christ the King Sunday 
4 Grace and peace to you from the one who is and was and is coming, and from the seven spirits that 
are before God’s throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ—the faithful witness, the firstborn from among the 
dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 
To the one who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 who made us a kingdom, priests to 
his God and Father—to him be glory and power forever and always. Amen. 

7 Look, he is coming with the clouds! Every eye will see him, including those who pierced him, and all 
the tribes of the earth will mourn because of him. This is so. Amen. 8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” 
says the Lord God, “the one who is and was and is coming, the Almighty.” 

 
*Hymn 327 Crown Him with Many Crowns (1, 2) 
 
Sending Forth 
 
Dismissal With Blessing 
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