
2020 09 06 Blessed Kerry Bart 
with Romans 13:8-14  and  Matthew 18:15-20  Lakeview and Humphreys Memorial UMCs 

…to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world… 

• Believe it or not I had a dispute this week. 
Or rephrase, a dear friend of mine found 
occasion to have a serious word with me, 
not unlike described in Matthew 18: she 
addressed her concern to me in private. 

 To explain: I saw a meme (a paragraph) on 
FB that I liked, and I shared it. 
She took issue with one or two of the 
phrases. Placing sexual preference on the 
same level as drug addiction or 
drunkenness. Also next to disgusting habit. 
We dialogued. Which I suppose may be 
okay if you view ssa as choice but I don’t. 

•  This is a list of things that people beat 
themselves up about. A list of things people 
feel they need to hide. To be ashamed 
about. And the message is: don't worry 
about it, church doesn't care. Come anyway. 

•  There’s a phrase in the fellowship of 
Alcoholics Anonymous that states “Our 
public relations policy is based on attraction 
rather than promotion…” AA hopes that 
people in need of its services will be drawn to their fellowship. You won’t see 
commercials for AA. Its commercials are its members. 
My frequent prayer is that people would see the way I live my life and that they 
would be drawn to it, enticed and encouraged and inspired by my discipleship. Not 
so I would get glory but so that God’s glory would be seen in me. And that attitude 
has more than once been a personal check when I’ve been flirting with 
ungodliness. 
 

•  Love your neighbor as yourself, and do it now. 
Who is neighbor? Anybody you interact with. Anybody else as well. 

 HOW to love neighbor? 
LISTEN. Pay attention to and for your neighbor.  
PRAY. Commit yourself and the situation to God. Listen again. 
RESPOND/CONNECT. Love your neighbor in action.  

 

• Hymn (LV Stand Up 514, HM Gift of Love 408) 
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Prayers: nation coping with COVID, back-to-school THIS WEEK 

Prayer concerns. Labor Day 

 

 

Matthew 18:15-20 (The Message)  09/06/20                            
15-17 “If a fellow believer hurts you, go and tell him—work it out between the two of you. If he listens, 
you’ve made a friend. If he won’t listen, take one or two others along so that the presence of 
witnesses will keep things honest, and try again. If he still won’t listen, tell the church. If he won’t 
listen to the church, you’ll have to start over from scratch, confront him with the need for 
repentance, and offer again God’s forgiving love. 
18-20 “Take this most seriously: A yes on earth is yes in heaven; a no on earth is no in heaven. What 
you say to one another is eternal. I mean this. When two of you get together on anything at all on 
earth and make a prayer of it, my Father in heaven goes into action. And when two or three of you 
are together because of me, you can be sure that I’ll be there.”  
 
Romans 13:8-14 (CEB)  09/06/20                            
8 Don’t be in debt to anyone, except for the obligation to love each other.  
Whoever loves another person has fulfilled the Law.  
9 The commandments, Don’t commit adultery, don’t murder, don’t steal, don’t desire what others 
have,[Exodus 20] and any other commandments, are all summed up in one word: You must love your 
neighbor as yourself.[Leviticus 19]  
10 Love doesn’t do anything wrong to a neighbor;  
therefore, love is what fulfills the Law. 
 
11 As you do all this, you know what time it is. The hour has already come for you to wake up from 
your sleep. Now our salvation is nearer than when we first had faith. 12 The night is almost over, 
and the day is near. So let’s get rid of the actions that belong to the darkness and put on the 
weapons of light. 13 Let’s behave appropriately as people who live in the day, not in partying and 
getting drunk, not in sleeping around and obscene behavior, not in fighting and obsession. 
14 Instead, dress yourself with the Lord Jesus Christ, and don’t plan to indulge your selfish desires. 
 
 

 


